Fine needle aspiration biopsy (FNAB) was performed in 46 patients with an orbital mass. Positive cytological identification was made in 43 biopsy specimens. In 26 cases with histopathological control the accuracy was 81%. In experienced hands FNAB is safe and appears to be a valuable tool in establishing a diagnosis of malignancy in orbital tumours.
Results
The age of the patients at presentation varied from 20 to 89 years (median 60 yr). There were 29 women and 17 men. The presenting symptoms were swelling in 14, ptosis in 12, pain in 11, proptosis in 11, diplopia in 10, visual acuity decrease in three, and epiphora in two patients. The site of the tumours was superotemporal in two, on the eyelid in 15, superonasal in two, retrobulbar in one, and in the lacrimal sac 
